
Litre 8: The Mark III Rebuild ï Updated 24th Jan 2019 
Why: 

An enjoyable track session at Winton Raceway in January 2017 turned pear shaped the next day 

when I investigated a trail of green coolant slowly trickling from the trailer (car was still loaded). 

My initial thoughts, that this was just a loose radiator connection, evaporated once I put Litre8 up on 

the hoist. 

From below it looked like the coolant was leaking as the result of a compromised head gasket but no, 

it was worse than that. Close examination showed that the coolant was leaking from a crack in the 

Edelbrock Performer RPM cylinder headé  

 

 



 

 

 

At this stage we thought this is ñonlyò a cracked cylinder head, letôs remove both heads (only cylinder 

bank 2-8 was leaking) and check the damage up close.  

  



With the heads off other issues became apparenté 

 
 

 

 



 

The pistons in the 4 centre cylinders (3,5 & 4,6) all show damage on the top ring land and the culprit 

was deduced to be pre-ignition. 

The damage is more apparent in the image below: 

 
 

 

  



Regarding the cracked cylinder head, the crack is clearly visible below and it extends between 

cylinders 4 and 6, 

 
 

 

  


